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Abstract

1. Introduction and Objective

Religious centers serve as foundational institutions within Islamic
societies, preserving cultural identity, transmitting religious
knowledge, and supporting social welfare. Their ability to fulfill these
roles depends on access to stable and sustainable financial resources.
Among the core instruments of Islamic fiscal law, Khums —a divinely
mandated obligation —stands out as both a legally significant practice
and a substantial potential resource for strengthening the financial
autonomy of religious institutions. As emphasized in Islamic
jurisprudence, Khums contributes not only to institutional stability but
also to social equity and spiritual development across Muslim
communities.

Despite its deep theological and legal roots, existing literature has
often limited its focus to doctrinal and jurisprudential debates, leaving
the practical, managerial, and institutional dimensions of Khums
underexplored. Critical issues such as mechanisms of collection,
organizational coordination, public participation, transparency, and
digital governance remain insufficiently addressed. This gap has
resulted in the absence of an applied, strategic framework for
operationalizing Khums as a sustainable financial resource.

To address this void, the present study employs a grounded theory
approach to investigate the potential of Khums as a sustainable
funding source for Shia religious centers. Drawing upon expert
insights from scholars of Islamic economics, jurisprudence, and
religious administration, the research identifies the multidimensional
factors shaping the effectiveness of Khums, including legal-juridical
foundations, social attitudes, managerial structures, and technological
requirements. The primary objective of the study is to develop a
comprehensive conceptual model that explicates how Khums can be
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transformed into a stable and efficient funding system while
reinforcing religious identity, promoting social justice, and enhancing
the autonomy of religious institutions. By integrating theological
principles with contemporary governance and technological
strategies, the proposed model provides a nuanced and actionable
roadmap for policymakers and institutional leaders.

2. Method and Materials

This applied research adopts a qualitative grounded theory
methodology, appropriate for exploring complex socio-religious
phenomena where empirical data must inform conceptual
development. The study's target population consisted of experts in
Islamic economics, religious governance, and Shia jurisprudence.
Participants were selected through purposeful sampling and
expanded via snowball sampling, ensuring both theoretical relevance
and diversity. Theoretical saturation was achieved after 16 semi-
structured interviews, representing a range of academic and practical
perspectives.

Data collection relied on semi-structured interviews allowing
participants to elaborate freely while adhering to the study’s thematic
focus. Transcribed interviews were analyzed using MAXQDA 2020
through a structured, multi-stage coding process:

- Open Coding: Extraction of meaningful units, yielding initial
concepts related to financial transparency, jurisprudential challenges,
management inefficiencies, digital transformation, and social
engagement.

- Axial Coding: Organization of categories within the paradigm model
(causal conditions, context, intervening conditions, strategies, and
outcomes), identifying the core phenomenon as “Khums as a
sustainable financial mechanism for religious centers”.

- Selective Coding: Integration of categories to construct the theoretical
framework, supported by 1,183 discrete codes across economic, social,
jurisprudential, and managerial dimensions.

The study assessed trustworthiness using the fittingness criterion,
ensuring alignment between data and conceptualization. This
involved validating analytical depth, conceptual coherence, practical
relevance, and contextual grounding. The resulting model provides a
robust theoretical and operational foundation for enhancing financial
governance in religious institutions.
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3. Research Findings

3.1. Causal Conditions

Three major causal conditions contribute to the challenges of Khums

collection:
-Inter-sectarian differences, particularly jurisprudential restrictions
within Sunni legal frameworks, limiting its applicability and scope.
- Intra-sectarian disagreements among Shia authorities regarding
allocation priorities and interpretive approaches.
-Operational and institutional barriers, including decentralized
collection, weak organizational coordination, limited public
awareness, and absence of a standardized framework.

These factors collectively limit the realization of Khums’ financial
potential, which substantially exceeds actual collection levels.

3.2. Core PhenomenonCore Phenomenon
The central finding identifies Khums as a legitimate, equitable, and
sustainable financial source with four essential dimensions:

- Preservation of Shia identity

- Promotion of social justice and redistribution

- Strengthening financial autonomy of religious centers

- Ensuring lawful and ethical income sources

3.3. Contextual Factors

The sustainability of Khums is contingent upon:
- Public participation in decision-making and oversight,
Adherence to jurisprudential rules, and
- Sincere spiritual intention in fulfilling a divine obligation.
These contextual components enhance legitimacy and foster
community engagement.

3.4. Intervening Conditions
Four major intervening dimensions shape system performance:
- Legal and structural frameworks,
- Institutional financial and managerial capacities,
- Transparency and public trust,
- Centralized oversight and policymaking.

Among these, transparency and trust emerged as the strongest
determinants, with 137 supporting codes.

3.5. Strategic Actions
To strengthen sustainability, the study identifies four strategic clusters:
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- Digitalization and financial transparency (e.g., user-friendly Khums
calculators, integrated digital platforms),

- Adaptive jurisprudential and policy reforms,

- Modern financial management and investment planning,

- Educational and cultural initiatives to enhance awareness and
motivation.

3.6. Outcomes

Implementing these strategies leads to multidimensional positive
outcomes:

- Economic outcomes: long-term financial stability, increased resource
mobilization, and sustainable investment.

- Social outcomes: reduced inequality, improved welfare, and
enhanced social cohesion.

- Spiritual and identity outcomes: reinforcement of religious identity
and moral commitment.

- Religious innovation outcomes: strengthened capacity for research,
training, and institutional development.

- These findings position Khums as a multi-purpose instrument
capable of advancing economic empowerment, social justice, and
religious-cultural sustainability.

4. Discussion and Conclusion

This study demonstrates that Khums possesses far greater potential
than traditionally recognized. As both a fiscal instrument and a moral-
religious obligation, Khums can strengthen the financial
independence, social influence, and identity cohesion of religious
centers when supported by transparent management, technological
integration, community participation, and coherent policymaking.

The grounded theory model highlights the interconnectedness of
causal, contextual, intervening, and strategic factors necessary for
effective implementation. Key determinants—such as financial
transparency, public trust, centralized oversight, and digital
governance —play decisive roles in enhancing system performance.
Simultaneously, spiritual elements like adherence to jurisprudential
principles and sincere intention ensure legitimacy and community
acceptance.

By proposing an integrated economic-justice framework, this
study fills a significant gap in Islamic finance literature. The findings
demonstrate that Khums can serve not only as a revenue source but as
a transformative mechanism that combines economic empowerment,
social welfare, identity preservation, and religious innovation. The
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model offers practical guidance for policymakers, religious authorities,
and institutional managers seeking to modernize and optimize the
administration of religious financial assets.

Ultimately, the study shows that when supported by institutional
reforms and community engagement, Khums can evolve into a
strategic, multidimensional tool for sustainable religious and
socioeconomic development, comparable to global religious financial
systems.

5. Keywords: Khums; Sustainable Income; Financial Independence;
Financial Transparency; Social Justice; Religious Centers; Grounded
Theory.

6. JEL Classification: H2; H26; H3; H41; D31; D63; Z12; P48; O17.
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